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The Library’s Best Kept Secret

Celebrating Scholarship and Service!

2015 Friends Annual Awards Program

Let me introduce myself. My name is Kaylin Creason,
(that number is up from 56,000 when I started as a student
and as of October, 2014, I’m the Acquisitions and Interliworker in 2011).
brary Loan Supervisor at the Bethel University Library. It’s a
Still, we’d love to see even more patrons take advantage of
mouthful, I know—I like to joke that my job title is too long
what ILL has to offer. We’d love to see more patrons like Jared
to tweet. But while the title itself is long, there’s one part in
Hedges. A senior English/Music Major, Jared has requested
particular that tends to trip people up: interlibrary loan.
over 1,000 items from interlibrary loan in his four years as an
Interlibrary loan, or ILL, is exactly what is sounds like: bor- undergraduate student, far beyond what the average student,
rowing items from another library. When Bethel patrons want and even most faculty, request. These materials have helped
an item that the Bethel University Library doesn’t own, they
him complete his senior seminar in English and prepare for his
can request the material through interlibrary loan.
senior composition recital for his music major.
The process works like this:
“I can easily say I would not
the patron finds an item he or
only have learned quite a bit
she wants and submits a reless during my time at Bethel,
quest online for the item, the
but would have enjoyed the past
ILL department finds a library
four years much less if it were
that owns the item, the library
not for the invaluable services of
sends it to us, and we pass it
the ILL team,” Jared says. “The
along to the patron. Patrons
resources their tireless efforts
can request books, articles,
have allowed me get my hands
DVDs, musical scores, disseron have ranged from obscure
tations, audiobooks, and more.
(and often oddly-sized) music
The item may come from our
scores, to hot-off-the-press
local consortium, CLIC, or
scholarship, to recordings and
from anywhere in the world.
films, to the occasional (or rathThe turnaround time is
er not-so-occasional) book for a
Kaylin Creason (far right), Interlibrary Loan and Acquis- little light-reading. All I can say
quick: books and DVDs from
tions Manager, and her ILL Student Workers
CLIC come in about 2-3 days,
is that it utterly baffles me why
and most other items arrive
more people don’t make more
in 3-10 days. Articles take only 2-3 days, since they’re usually use of Bethel’s wonderful interlibrary loan services.”
continued on page 3
delivered electronically. Bethel also lends materials from our
collection to other libraries.
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In the ILL department, my student workers often say that
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2
ILL is the library’s best kept secret. With ILL, patrons can
get any kind of resource they need for free, from popular
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literature to obscure scholarship to cutting edge articles: so
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vember, we celebrated our 100,000th request in ILLiad, the
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In Pusuit of Learning
Grace and peace to all of our readers in the
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!
Ancient Near Eastern history has always
been a fascination of mine, and one that I
believe to be fitting for any Christian. Being on
the board of the Friends, I’ve tried to take our
mission of “lifelong
learning” to heart,
and to continue my
education outside
of the classroom. I
believe that it’s vital
and necessary for the
Christian to continue
to ask questions,
review their beliefs,
and seek out new
opinions.
In my pursuit of
learning more about
ancient Near Eastern
history, I’ve started to read a few different fascinating books. I’ve begun to trace back, through
the early church, how the Bible was canonized,
what beliefs and traditions were present in the
early church, and how the scriptures were originally written; I’ve also started to look at the
origins of the Hebrew people. I’d like to take
the time to recommend a few of my new finds
with you, for your own edification.
First is Kenton Sparks’ book Sacred Word,
Broken Word. His book takes an in-depth look
at the Bible and it’s accuracies and possibly inaccuracies. The book is not necessarily an academic
read, but definitely a challenge as he challenges
quite a few orthodox beliefs. Whether you believe in infallibility, inerrancy, or an errant cannon, this book will offer insights into the Bible
that are valuable for all Christians.
Second is a book written by Diarmaid MacCulloch titled Christianity: The First Three
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Thousand Years. This is a long book with a wide
breadth of history that covers everything from
Hebrew traditions and influences BCE, to missionaries into the east during the Roman rule;
from the beginnings of Orthodoxy to the foundations of Protestantism; from religious wars
to cultural wars against the church. If you’re
looking for a specific time period in the early
church to research, or looking for an overview
of church history, this book is for you!
Lastly.A History of Ancient Israel and Judah
by J. Maxwell Miller and John H. Hayes is an
academic read, but one that is worth the effort.
It offers a variety of doctrines and viewpoints
and gives the archaeological evidence that
supports each. It’s easy to read, especially for
history buffs, and has the cited sources for even
deeper study. I highly recommended this book to
anyone who has wondered about the historical
accuracy of the Bible.
While I’m on the discussion of lifelong learning, and of recommending things, you should
also consider attending any of our Primetime
events in the Library. They happen on Tuesdays
and Thursdays in the fireside area of the Library
at 10:10am. There are more details about Primetime events on the Bethel University Library
website. I hope and pray that you continue to
learn and grow, and that your faith and life
become more and more vibrant in the love of
Christ.

Milestone: Amy Reinhold celebrated her 15-year anniversary
at Bethel
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alliance of people dedicated to improving the
resources of the Library. Among Friends is
published twice a year.
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Kent Gerber (Digital Library Manager)
presented: “Learn to Use Timelines to Engage
Community and Exhibit Digital Collections”
Published: Kent Gerber (Digital
Library Manager) wrote a chapter titled
“Curating the Usable Past for a Vital Future: An Anabaptist
Vision for Pietism” in the new book The Pietist Vision of
Christian Higher Education: Forming Whole and Holy Persons
edited by Dr. Chris Gehrz (Dept. of History)
Fun Stuff: The Library was used as the
location for a marriage proposal, and a
scene in an independent film

Bethel University Library
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN 55112
Visit the Bethel University Library’s website
at: www.bethel.edu/library

Calvin Konop (‘10)
masquerades as a youth pastor
by day and President of the
Friends by night.

2015 Library Technology
Conference:
Will Keillor, Scott Kaihoi, Earleen Warner
(Reference Librarians), and Betsy Dadabo
(Library Digital Services Specialist) presented:
“Visualizing Your LibGuides 2.0 Content”

Friends Can Give Online!

www.bethel.edu/giving/donate/
give-now
Designate “Friends of the BU Library”
in the “Other” category
Or you can find our membership
form at www.bethel.edu/library/
about/friends-university-library/
membership-info

Honors: Taylor Delzer,
Library student worker,
was named Bethel’s 2014-2015 Student Employee of the
Year
News: Bethel University recently joined Open Library of
Humanities’ Library Partnership Subsidy system (https://
www.openlibhums.org/2015/02/20/bethel-university-joins-olhlibrary-partnership-model/)
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Digital Collections are Blooming
The blooming of spring is the perfect time to
introduce the newest flowering Digital Library
collection - the Biology Department’s Herbarium. These 130 dried plant specimens from Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, and Michigan
represent the thousands of items collected over
the past forty years at Bethel’s Biology Department. Take a sneak peek and get an up-close look
at an otherwise hard-to-access treasure at Bethel.
Like new buds emerging from existing plants
and trees the Digital Library is featuring existing collections in new ways, with exciting new
items. This spring’s Library Research Prize-winning papers add to the growing Undergraduate
Research and Scholarship Collection. This year’s
submissions were so strong that we will also
include some of the papers that did not win a
prize but were still considered worthy of recognition after consultation with faculty confirming
the papers’ quality of student scholarship.You
can also find papers from the Honors program,
papers accepted at academic conferences, and
outstanding Senior Seminar papers making this a
key resource to feature the excellent scholarship
of Bethel’s undergraduate students.
Another way to feature existing collections is
to present and organize them in new ways. Using
interactive, web-based timeline software we are
featuring items from the Historical Photograph
collection to tell the story of Bethel’s history.
Take a look - http://content.clic.edu/cdm/timeline/collection/beunhisco. This is a good example
of digital humanities’ genres of digital archiving,
digital storytelling, and information visualization.

And what is “digital humanities”? A good working
definition is:
“a nexus of fields within
which
1. scholars use computing
technologies to investigate
the kinds of questions that
are traditional to the humanities, or …
2. ask traditional kinds
of humanities-oriented
questions about computing
technologies.” - Kathleen Fitzpatrick, ProfHacker, 2010
Projects in the Digital
Library are part of the budding digital
humanities landscape at Bethel, as is the
current search for a three year position
as a History Professor and Digital Humanities major coordinator (who will
work to develop the proposed major).
It is an exciting time for Bethel to see
what is blooming. Stay tuned.

Kent Gerber is the BU
Library Digital Library
Manager and a voracious
reader and life-long learner.

The Library’s Best Kept Secret continued from page 1
A key part of the library’s mission is to open
up pathways to resources, and it’s great to hear
that the ILL department is actively helping our
patrons find what they need, whether it’s for research or recreation. I hope to hear more stories

like Jared’s soon. This year, the library and our
consortium’s marketing task force are working
on a way to get the word out to students about
ILL, so that the library’s “best kept secret” can
stop being so secret.
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Free Cookies and Women:

Unexpected Responses in Marketing
As Bethel’s representative on this year’s CLIC
Marketing Task Force, one of my duties has
been to organize marker board surveys in the
entrance of the library
to help us learn a little
bit more about how we
can meet the needs of
our students. Most of
our questions are pretty
vanilla—predictable,
straightforward. For
example:
“What do you love
about the library?”
“Why did you come
to the library today?”
Yawn, right?
Yet you’d be surprised at the…creative?
(thoughtful? expressive?) responses we’ve
gathered. For example,
one of our most recent
questions—“What
can you get at the library that you can’t get
anywhere else?”—provided some expected
responses…

-Peace and quiet
-A really nice couch
-A table to spread out on
…along with some not-so-expected responses:
-Dirty looks when I eat celery
-MONSTERS
-Free Cookies! (Ask at front desk!)
-Women!
Of course, you’ll get the phone numbers, the
occasional cuss, inside jokes the student workers
laugh at but that leave you puzzled—but it’s all
a part of the marketing experience. After all,
isn’t our goal to learn a little bit more about the
students? At the time of writing we’re about
halfway through our marketing endeavor, and
one thing’s for sure: we’re going to need a bigger marker board.

April Youngblood is the BU
Library Serials Supervisor
and proud owner of a sweet
little bunny named Milton.

Friends Donations Fund Awards
On Thursday, April 30, the Friends
celebrated another year of great
scholarship and service at their annual
awards presentation.
Thanks to Friends generous donations a $300 Connie
J. Larson Scholarship
for library student
workers was awarded
to Hannah Eshenaur
of the circulation
department.

1

2

Library Research Prizes were awarded to
Fletcher Warren, $250 First Prize for his paper
“A LongWay from Minneapolis”: Minnesotans in the
Spanish CivilWar; Zach Berry, $100 Second Prize
for his paper The Role of Memory in Forgiveness: A
Post-Forgiveness Investigation; and Kelly Van Wyk,
$50 Thurd Prize for The Paneled Lives of ExtraordinaryWomen: Comic Books, Superheroines, and American
Women in the 1940s. All of these papers will
become part of the BU Digital Library Undergraduate Research and Scholarship Collection.

Photos: 1. FletcherWarren and Dr. AnneMarie Kooistra of History, 2. Hannah
Eshenaur and Circulation Manager Erica Ross
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